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General Information

Accommodation

My name is Annabella and I am studying computer science (B. Sc.) at the Technical University
of Berlin. I was a DAAD BARI scholar from October to December 2020. During this internship I
worked in the field of neural networks and machine learning at the Institute of Genomics
at the University of Tartu in Estonia.
I applied for the DAAD BARI research internship in order to gain insights into the PhD life at
a foreign university.

Compared to Germany the cost of living is very low in Estonia. If you are looking for accommodation you
mainly have the following three options:

Traveling to Tartu
Since Estonia is pretty far from Germany I decided to fly there. I simply booked a flight from
Berlin to Tallinn with LOT Airways. I had to change once in Warsaw. This journey took
around 5 hours in total. Due to the COVID-19 situation I had to self-isolate for 2 weeks in Estonia
upon arrival. Therefore my supervisor kindly arranged a driver to pick me up at the airport and
took me directly to my flat in Tartu. The drive from Tallinn to Tartu is about 2 hours. It is also
possible to the LUX Express bus from the airport to Tartu (cost: ~10 euros).

• Renting

an apartment: Fully furnished 2-room apartments in the city center are available starting
from 300-400 Euros (without facility costs). Offers can be found in the Facebook group called Korterite
üürimine Tartus (Otse Omanikult).

• Student

dorms: The cheapest dorm costs 70 Euros per month and is called Purde (located at Purde
street, about 10 min from the city center). If you contact the University of Tartu without asking for a
specific dorm, you will be put into Raatuse. Raatuse is the party dorm where all the Erasmus students
stay. You can expect to pay about 150 Euros per month for a single room that will be shared with another
person (so compared to the dorms in Germany you won’t have your room for yourself). Kitchen and
bathroom are shared with about six other people.

• AirBnb:

As I didn’t know the two options mentioned above before my arrival, I booked an AirBnb in the
city center. Although the flat was absolutely stunning it was a bit pricy compared to the other options.

Living in Tartu
Tartu is a small city. Almost everything is in walking distance if you live in the city center. There are several
things to know and I hope this will help future scholarship holders:
• Shopping:

There are 3 big malls at the central bus stop (called Kesklinn IV ): Kaubamaja, Tasku &
Kvartal. Inside of all of them you will find a supermarket (e.g. called Rimi or COOP) and food courts. At
Kaubamaja there is a Flying Tiger store on the first floor. COOP and Rimi are the cheapest
supermarkets. The supermarkets at Kaubamaja and Selver are the most expensive ones.

• Restaurants:

Eating out in the city center will cost you around 8 - 15 euros. The best place for having
lunch is Kolm Tilli at Aparaat in Riia street. They have daily lunch offers for 5 euros, always offering at
least one veggie option. For breakfast I recommend Cafe Reval next to Kvartal mall. You can get a
pancake with ice cream and jam for only 3 euros and the coffee is also pretty decent. Cheap sandwiches
and fries can be found at Metro. The best coffee and cake can be found at Cafe Werner.

• Food
Figure 1: left: Tegel Airport Berlin, right: Old Town in Tartu

Culture of Estonia
Language: People in Estonian mainly speak Estonian and Russian. In Tartu & Tallinn most of
the people are quite fluent in English as well.
Interacting with Locals: Most Estonians are a bit shy in the beginning, so it can be hard to
get in touch with the locals. I met some Estonians at my research lab, but mainly I was hanging
out with internationals during my stay in Tartu.
Eating out: In contrast to Germany it is not usual to give a tip in restaurants or bars in Estonia.

delivery: You can order food easily either using the Bolt or Wolt app. There is always a fee of
about 2 euros per delivery. I only used this service while I was in quarantine. Normally you can just walk
to every restaurant and pick up your food.

• Getting

around: If you live in the city center you will be able to walk almost everywhere. You can also
get the monthly bus card for 7 euros / month (with your student ID), but you will need an Estonian ID
card (see last page about how to apply for the ID). Without ID you pay 15 euros per month. If you don’t
take the bus frequently, you can put credit on your bus card and pay per ride (0.53 euros per ride for
students, 0.87 without student ID). Tartu also rolled out a great bike sharing service called Smart Bike
(https://visittartu.com/bike-share-system). After parties you can simply call a Bolt taxi using their app.
A 20 min ride costs about 2-4 euros. Prices vary, depending on the time of the day.
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Research Institution

Things to do

1. Tasks: As my background is in computer science I was mainly programming in Python during
my internship. More specifically, I worked on the following projects:

1. What to do in Tartu For a fun time in Tartu, or simply to meet other people I recommend
the following activities:

• Implementation

• Escape

of a Generative Adversarial Network (GAN) in Python that creates
artificial genomes
• Working on the GPU Cluster using SLURM scripts
• Benchmarking (Runtime analysis, hyper-parameter tuning, comparing GPU vs. CPU
performance on our local cluster vs. Google CoLab)
• Optimization of the GAN (e.g. Mode Collapse prevention & training the GAN to also learn
underrepresented data points)
• Creation of a public GitLab repository (Writing the README, adding screenshots, code
restructuring)

Rooms: I recommend to play at Escaper (https://www.escaper.ee/en) and choosing
the rooms Hell’s Gates or Madmans basement. One game costs about 50 euros and about 5
people can play (so 10 euros per person for a fun evening!)

• Erasmus

Student Network (ESN): Tartu has a great student life and during the week
there are several Erasmus events. You can find all their events on instagram (@esntartu) or on
Facebook. I highly recommend going there; it’s fun and you will meet amazing people. When I
was in Tartu I attended the Central Asian Night, the Dinner in the Dark, the Charity
Bachelor Auction, many games nights, quiz nights and dinner parties.

• Nature

House (Tartu Loodusmaja): This place is just next to Kvartal mall in the city center
and organizes an international club every semester. They offer different free workshops
(upcycling, sewing, games nights, ...) on a weekly basis. You can find all their events on their
website and on Facebook (https://www.tartuloodusmaja.ee/en).

• Sightseeing:

In Tartu you can visit different museums (Toy museum, Estonian national
museum, AHHAA Science Center), you can visit the Botanical Graden, the Domes Church’s
ruins or go to the theater (e.g. Theater Vanemuine). If you need a rest, you can visit V Spa in
Kvartal mall.

• Hanging

out with friends: If you have difficulties finding friends I recommend the
Facebook group Foreigners in Tartu. If you need anything you can ask your questions there.
People are very friendly and helpful, and always up to meet for coffee or a walk.

Figure 2: left: University of Tartu, right: Institute of Genomics

2. Working Experience: I was super lucky to have a very kind supervisor (Burak Yelmen).
As the COVID-19 numbers were very low in Tartu at the time I could go to the lab every day.
Therefore, I got a really great insight into daily PhD life at the institute. In addition, Burak took
me to many PhD presentations, networking events and university classes. He always answered all
my questions patiently and arranged a great working environment (e.g. giving me a big monitor,
making sure I have access rights to the cluster, and introducing me to the fellow PhDs). Further,
he always made sure that the task I was working on would benefit me for my future career and
match my personal interests.
3. Colleagues: My colleagues at the lab were mainly foreigners. All of them welcomed me very
warmly. They invited me almost every evening to their houses. We watched movies or cooked
together, went to bars, clubs & workshops, visited Tallinn and the local Christmas market in Tartu,
and I was invited to several birthday parties. I felt fully integrated at the time. In this short
period we became really good friends and are still in touch almost every day even after my return
to Germany.

Figure 3: left: ESN Dinner in the Dark, right: Games night with friends

DAAD BARI – Final Report
Baltic Science Network Mobility Programme for Research Internships
Name of Intern: Annabella Kadavanich | Home University: Technical University Berlin, Germany
Guest University: University of Tartu, Estonia | Supervisor: Burak Yelmen

Things to do
2.
Day trips For day trips you can easily rent a car in Tartu with Elmo rent
(https://info.elmorent.ee/en/). Including gas and insurance we drove around 200 kms and paid
30 - 40 Euros in total.

Figure 5: left: Lake Peipsi, right: Pottery workshop

Estonian ID card
Figure 4: left: Elmo Rent Car, right: Day trip to the Lagoon

I recommend visiting the following places:
• National

Parks: Laheema, Soomaa, Matsalu & Vilsandi
• Lake Peipsi & Alatskivi castle: Lake Peipsi is the 5th largest lake in Europe and lies
between Russia and Estonia. If the sight is clear you may even see Russia in the far distance :)
• Pottery Workshop at Alatskivi: For 15 euros per person you can have a 3 - 5 hour pottery
workshop and make your own mug. The instructor is super friendly. You can simply call him
and tell him when you want to come (+372 566 69584).
3. Weekend trips I recommend the following weekend trips:
• Riga:

From Tartu you can easily visit Riga taking the LUX Express bus
(https://luxexpress.eu/en/), which takes about 5 hours.
• Helsinki: Take the bus to Tallinn, and then the ferry to Helsinki (Total duration: 5 - 8 hours)
• St. Petersburg: It is possible to take the night ferry from Tallinn to St. Petersburg and
staying there for one day without having a Russian visa.
• Saarema Island: Saarema Island is a beautiful place to spend the weekend. You can go there
with the LUX Express or fly from Tallinn (Duration: 5 hours).
• ESN Lapland trip: ESN organizes a trip to Lapland every semester which is an amazing
opportunity that you should not miss! Check there website and register on time as spots are
limited & this is a very popular event.

If you stay longer than 3 months in Estonia you must get an Estonian ID card. To apply for
the card, you visit the Tartu Welcome Center at Ülikooli 17, opposite of the University of
Tartu building near the kissing fountain statue. You will need the contract of your flat or your
landlord must give his consent (e.g. via email). They will add you to the population register and
give you a written confirmation. Next, you need to make an appointment at the police station
in Riia 132 (https://broneering.politsei.ee/). Once you arrive, get your waiting number, by using
the appointment code you will have received via email. At the police station, you will find two
photo machines to take a picture for the ID card. The ID is not an official travel document, but
you could start a company in Estonia or buy the discounted bus card. It costs around 25 euros and
the whole process takes about 2 - 4 weeks.
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